


ABOUT LIBN’S POWER BANKING
AND FINANCE LEADERS

W HIL E MONE Y ISN’T E V ER Y T HING, 
it is the powerful engine to drive industry 
and spur innovation, allowing businesses 
to realize their potential and individuals to 
pursue their hopes and dreams.

Financial professionals are critical to every 
industry, whether providing loans to help 
small businesses grow, managing a company’s 
benefits package so its employees can one day 
retire comfortably or helping individuals en-
joy security and long-term prosperity through 
sound financial planning. 

Long Islanders rely on these financial lead-
ers for everything from purchasing homes 
or businesses and planning for kids’ colleges 
to investing for their golden years or finding 
ways to expand their business’s reach to pow-
er economic growth throughout the region. 
Funding and sound financial practices are 
key drivers for our local economy, so when 
the pandemic hit, shutting down local firms 
and disrupting commerce, the shocks quickly 
reverberated throughout the Island.

With banks closed for in-person visits, lo-
cal businesses shut down temporarily or per-

manently, and people from all walks of life 
suddenly at risk for losing their jobs, homes 
or savings, emotions ran high. Fortunately, 
Long Island’s leading banking and finance 
professionals were on hand to be the voice of 
calm in the storm, saving businesses, pro-
tecting people’s assets and helping them to 
pivot their financial strategies to survive the 
sudden downturn.

Working tirelessly to help businesses, small 
and large, as well as individuals facing nev-
er-before-experienced financial challenges, 
these Power Leaders helped Long

Islanders navigate the crisis. Working 
together with Long Island’s top businesses, 
they have helped to shape the ongoing re-
covery that continues to provide hope as we 
move forward.

Long Island Business News is proud to 
honor its 2021 Power Leaders in Banking 
and Finance.

Joe Dowd
Editor & Associate Publisher
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Publisher
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LET TER FROM THE
PUBLISHER

DEAR READERS,
Welcome to Massachusetts Go To Lawyers, 

a feature we debuted last year to showcase 
leaders in the Massachusetts legal community 
by practice area. 

For this list, we’ve chosen to focus on in-
tellectual property lawyers. The attorneys 
featured here were all nominated by their col-
leagues and chosen by a panel from Lawyers 
Weekly. We expect that some readers will ar-
gue that there are some excellent lawyers who 
should have been included. Let us know! And 
please nominate them for future lists. Other 
practice areas, such as health care, tax, and 
trusts and estates, will be topics for future edi-
tions of Massachusetts Go To Lawyers.
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Burns & Levinson partner Joseph M. Maraia brings real-world expe-
rience to his patent prosecution and litigation practice at Burns & 

Levinson in Boston.
After high school, Maraia worked as a master electrician for a decade 

(he still maintains his license) before going to college for an electrical 
engineering degree.  

Several years later, while working as an engineer, his father came up 
with an invention he wanted to patent. Maraia was bitten by the intellec-
tual property bug and headed off to law school at age 33. 

Nearly two decades later, he chairs his firm’s IP group while maintain-
ing one of the area’s leading practices with a special focus on inventions 
with an electrical component.

Among his many achievements, Maraia spent nearly a decade helping 
client EyeGate Pharmaceuticals create its cutting-edge patent portfolio 
before taking the company public in 2015. In the process, he patented the 
company’s proprietary medical device drug delivery system, which uses 
ions and electrical current to deliver drugs to the eye.

Maraia has also served as one of Raytheon’s key outside attorneys since 
2010, where his deep understanding of electrical circuits and computa-
tional systems has made him vital to securing the aerospace and defense 
conglomerate’s patents.

Meanwhile, Maraia has handled the patent portfolio for global medi-
cal technology company Smith & Nephew’s sports medicine group since 
2012. In his role, he helps S&N’s engineers with product design and de-
velopment so they can create not only the best product in the market, but 
one that can be patent-protected.

Additionally, Maraia has overseen Segway’s patent portfolio since 2010 
while implementing a successful International Trade Commission strate-
gy to go after international patent infringers. 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Co-chair, intellectual 
property group; member, 
Executive Committee 
and Diversity, Equity & 
Inclusion Committee; 
member, board of trustees, 
Lasell College; president, 
S|A Maraia Charities


